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PORTLAND OREGON WOMEN’S FILM FESTIVAL (POW FEST)  

ANNOUNCES 2010 SELECTIONS  
Festival to be held Thursday –  Sunday, March 18 - 21, 2009, at The Hollywood Theatre 

Portland, Oregon – February 16, 2010  – The Portland Oregon Women’s Film Festival (POW Fest) 

is pleased to announce the selections for this year’s festival, scheduled to take place Thursday, March 18th 

through Sunday March 21st, 2010, at Portland’s historic Hollywood Theatre.   Celebrating its 3rd year, 

POW Fest showcases the work of today’s top women directors and co-directors, honoring both the true 

pioneers as well as providing support and recognition for the next generation of leading women 

filmmakers.   

“We are on the cusp of something huge for women filmmakers!” exclaimed POW Fest Executive 

Director, Tara L. Johnson-Medinger.  There is much hope that the Oscars on March 7th will see their first 

female director, Kathryn Bigelow, take the Academy Award for Best Director for a Feature Film for her 

war epic, The Hurt Locker.  “POW Fest was honored to have Kathryn here in Portland to preview her film, 

speak about her craft and inspire local filmmakers.  With this year’s festival following on the heels of the 

awards, there will be much to celebrate - it’s going to be a different playing field for women filmmakers 

from here on out,” she remarked. 

While women have historically been acknowledged by the Academy for their work behind the 

scenes in fields such as Screenwriting, Costume Design, Editing and Art Direction; and in front of the 

camera in acting categories; there has been a significant lack of representation in the Feature Directing 

category.  Bigelow is just one of four women to have ever received a Best Director nomination from the 

Academy, and that is exactly what POW Fest hopes to change.  From the looks of the submissions, that 

change is underway. 

 

-more - 



Of the over 450 films submitted from as far away as Cambodia, Israel, Australia and Bangladesh; 

44 selections including features, documentaries, shorts and animations, made their way through the 

jurying process and onto this year’s schedule.  In addition to the thought provoking lineup of 

independent film and documentaries, will be the opportunity to participate in filmmaker panels and talk 

with filmmakers about their craft.  Highlights from this year’s festival include: 

 

Thursday night, March 18th – Local Showcase and Reception – 6:30 pm 

Committed to kicking off every festival with a spotlight on local filmmakers, opening night features a 

POW Fest Locals' Showcase with films by Heather Harlow, Kristina Wipple, Liz Vice, Janiee Dial and 

Patti Duncan. Prior to the screening will be a Portland Film Industry Night Reception sponsored by 

Portland Women In Film (WIF-PDX), the Oregon Media Production Association (OMPA), New Belgium 

Brewing Company and Tribeca Light at The Hollywood Theatre. This 21 & over event is free and open to 

the public and will be hosted by Portland’s own, Tara Dublin. 

Friday night, March 19th – Documentary Showcase – 7 pm – Among the documentary selections 

this year is one that hits close to home, Playground. Filmmaker Libby Spears faced death threats when 

she went undercover in South Korea and Thailand to infiltrate brothels and investigate the trafficking of 

children for commercial sexual exploitation.  What she uncovered was an unknown epidemic and the 

untold story of an American underworld that has also infiltrated Oregon. Executive produced by George 

Clooney and Steven Soderbergh; punctuated with poignant animation by Japanese pop artist Yoshitomo 

Nara; and music by Bjork, Chris Martin, Radiohead, Cat Power and others; this film is essential viewing 

for any parent or engaged citizen.  www.playgroundproject.com   

Saturday, March 20th – Film Showcase – 1pm – Saturday is about films of all genres!  

Animation/Experimental, Documentary & Narrative Shorts, Mature Themes, as well as feature-length 

documentaries and narratives; including Stages - a moving and surprisingly funny exploration of the 

unexpected, liberating power of the simple act of storytelling, where old and young Puerto Rican women 

come together across generations in New York City’s oldest Community Center; and Love Hurts -  in 

which a successful doctor but obtuse husband is finally left by his wife (Carrie Anne Moss) only to 

become the most desirable single man in town after some tutoring by his extremely popular 17 year-old 

son.  Other films include Puffer Girl, by Academy Award winner and Portland native, Joan Gratz; and a 

series of shorts Rated “M” for Mature audiences screening at 9:30 pm. 

Sunday, March 21st – POW Fest Family Day – 1pm – Starting the afternoon with a 

Mother/Daughter screening, the programming this final day of the festival is geared to teens and their 

parents.  

 

-more- 



 

A complete list of programming is available at: www.powfest.com.  Tickets are $7 per screening 

or festival passes are available for $25 and include entrance to all film screenings.  Tickets go on sale on 

March 1, 2010 and are available at www.powfest.com and at The Hollywood Theatre box office.  

 
POW Fest 2010 Festival 
Thursday, March 18th – Sunday, March 21st, 2010 
The Hollywood Theatre 
4122 NE Sandy Blvd 
Portland, Oregon 97212 
(503) 493-1128 
For a detailed schedule of screenings, please visit www.powfest.com 
 

*    *   * 
About POW Fest 

The Portland Oregon Women’s Film Festival (POW Fest) places a spotlight on women filmmakers 
by showcasing their work, strengthening the community of women in film, and empowering women to 
find their voice and share their stories through innovative and quality filmmaking.  

POW Fest showcases the art and cinematic contribution of women filmmakers from around the 
world and seeks to present films that have been directed or co-directed by women; of any length, style, or 
genre.  We feature the work of today’s top women directors; honoring the true pioneers while providing 
support and recognition for the next generation of leading women filmmakers.   

By providing a platform to exhibit the work of today’s top women directors and co-directors and 
educating community members of all ages through instructional panels and hands-on workshops, POW 

Fest is helping to create opportunities for women working in all areas of the film industry.   By honoring 
female pioneers in film, we provide the support and recognition necessary for the next generation of 
leading women filmmakers.   
 
Contact 
Tara Johnson-Medinger 
Executive Director, Portland Women’s Film Festival, POW Fest 

tara@sourappleproductions.com 
www.powfest.com 
503.267.1126 
 
POW Fest is produced by Sour Apple Productions in partnership with Film Action Oregon and 
is grateful for the support by the following sponsors - New Belgium Brewing Company, NW 
Media, Pacific Power, Tribeca Light , Bust, Luna Bar, ADi, Tonya DeCroce, OMPA, Hotel 
DeLuxe, Milagros, WIF-PDX, b-side and Yelp! 
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